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REGIONAL  TEACHER  TRAINING 
PROGRAM 

The  OPI  HIV/AIDS/STD  Education  Program's  regional 
teacher  training  program  is  in  its  sixth  year  of  providing  trainings 
to  Montana  educators. , 

The  teacher  training  program  involves  17  trainers  located 
throughout  the  state  available  to  conduct  five  to  six  hour  HIV/ 
AIDS/STD  education  training  workshops,  ancillary  staff  work- 
shops and  short  AIDS  awareness  community  presentations.  The 
teacher  trainings  consist  of  teaching  strategies  and  classroom 
activities  in  HIV/AIDS/STD  education  and  Health  Enhance- 
ment, technical  and  medical  aspects  of  HIV  as  a  disease,  policy 
and  policymaking  procedures,  universal  precautions  and  body 
fluid  clean-up,  and  resources  and  materials. 

The  ancillary  staff  workshops  will  be  conducted  by  the  OPI 
HIV/AIDS/STD  Education  Program  staff  and  by  the  regional 
trainers.  These  workshops  are  primarily  directed  toward  custodi- 
ans, bus  drivers,  clerical  staff,  school  nurses,  school  food  service 
personnel,  playground  attendants  and  classroom  aides.  The  work- 
shops will  focus  on  the  medical/technical  aspects  of  HIV  and 
Hepatitis  B  (HBV),  safety  issues,  body  fluid  clean-up/waste 
disposal  procedures  (universal  precautions),  policy  issues,  and 
resource  information  for  school  district  personnel. 

HEALTH  ENHANCEMENT  MASTER 
TEACHER  PROGRAM 

In  a  cooperative  effort,  several  state  agencies,  the  Montana 
Association  for  Health,  Physical  Education,  Recreation  and 
Dance  (MAHPERD),  and  Montana  State  University  (MSU)  will 
bring  together  25  Montana  educators  for  an  intensive  two-week 
training  in  health  enhancement,  June  9-21, 1996.  The  intent  of 
this  program  is  to  train  regional  facilitators  who  can  serve  as 
resources  to  their  local  school  districts  and  regional  areas  in  the 
development  of  health  enhancement  programs.  The  teachers 
selected  represent,  as  much  as  possible,  the  various  geographical 
regions  of  the  state. 

Funding  for  this  project  has  been  secured  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  and  will  cover:  1)  room  and  board  at 
MSU  for  two  weeks,  2)  the  cost  of  three  graduate  credits  for  the 
course  through  the  MSU  Health  and  Human  Development  De- 
partment, 3)  instructor  fees,  all  materials,  workshop  activities, 
and  4)  a  $100  -  $200  stipend  per  participant  to  cover  travel 
expenses. 

Teachers  are  invited  to  apply  by  April  1 , 1 996.  The  selection 
process  will  begin  immediately  following  the  April  deadline  and 
notification  of  acceptance  into  the  program  should  occur  by  mid- 
April.  For  more  information,  please  contact  the  OPI  Health 
Enhancement  Division  at  444-1964. 

YOUTH  AND  FAMILIES  IN  CRISIS 

CONFERENCE 

The  eighth  annual  "Youth  and  Families  in  Crisis"  confer- 
ence will  be  held  March  6, 7  and  8, 1 996  at  the  Great  Falls  Holiday 
Inn.  The  goals  of  the  1996  conference  are  to  increase  education 
and  awareness  of  issues  affecting  young  people  and  families,  to 
create  a  positive  climate  where  youth  and  families  can  thrive  and 
develop  their  full  potential,  and  to  provide  networking  opportu- 
nities. The  conference  will  feature  pre-conference  seminars  on 
Wednesday,  March  6,  and  two  days  of  interactive  workshops  on 
March  7  and  8.  For  more  information  regarding  the  conference, 
contact  Opportunities,  Inc.  at  761-0310. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  EDUCATION  PROFILE 

The  Montana  Office  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  and  prevention  are  collecting  information 
about  health  education  instruction  from  all  Montana  schools 
which  have  grades  six  through  twelve  and  enrollments  of  25  or 
more  students.  The  School  Health  Education  Profile  (SHEP)  will 
be  sent  to  the  school  principal  and  to  the  health  enhancement 
teacher  during  March  1996. 

The  results  of  the  SHEP  provide  an  accurate  view  of  the 
extent  of  health  education  activities  in  Montana  schools,  and 
assist  in  planning  and  allocating  resources  necessary  to  meet  the 
needs  of  students  and  communities  for  future  health  enhance- 
ment activities.  No  data  will  be  reported  about  individual  schools, 
principals  or  teachers  who  participate  in  the  survey  but  participat- 
ing schools  will  receive  the  results  of  the  survey  when  the  data  is 
compiled. 


VIOLENCE  PREVENTION  CONFERENCE 

In  a  joint  effort  the  Office  of  Public  Instruction,  the  Montana 
Board  of  Crime  Control,  the  Butte  School  District,  and  Western 
Montana  College  are  offering  the  opportunity  for  school  person- 
nel, law  enforcement  officers,  community  leaders  and  parents  to 
attertd  the  Montana  Youth  Violence  Prevention  Workshop 
which  will  be  held  at  the  Butte  Copper  King  Inn  on  March  14-16, 
1996.  The  workshop  is  designed  to:  identify  risk  factors  and 
protective  factors  associated  with  violent  behavior,  understand 
the  types  of  violence  and  ways  to  protect  against  violence, 
identify  resources  for  violence  prevention,  understand  the  advan- 
tages of  cooperating  with  law  enforcement  and  other  authorities 
to  reduce  or  prevent  violence,  identify  ways  to  resolve  conflicts, 
and  identify  school-based  strategies  to  prevent  or  reduce  violent 
behavior  in  the  school  setting. 

For  registration  information,  please  contact  the  Outreach 
Division  Office  at  WMC,  683-7537  or  800-WMC-MONT. 


RESOURCE  MATERIALS  REVIEW 

Each  issue  of  the  Communique  includes  a  section  on  re- 
source materials  that  have  been  reviewed  by  a  Montana  educator 
and  will  contain  a  short  synopsis  on  the  materials.  The  materials 
are  valuable  to  Montana  administrators,  educators  and  school 
nurses  for  use  in  HIV/ AIDS  education  and  in  comprehensive 
school  health  education.  This  issue's  reviews: 

"School  Sexuality  Education  and  Adolescent  Risk-Tak- 
ing  Behavior,"  Cecilia  Dine  Jacobs,  Eve  M.  Wolf,  Journal  of 
School  Health.  March  1995,  Volume  65,  No.  3,  91-95. 

The  authors  have  examined  several  studies  measuring  the 
effects  of  school  sexuality  education  on  adolescent  sexual  risk- 
taking  behavior.  They  conclude  that  not  all  "comprehensive" 
health  education  programs  are  consistently  the  same  in  length  or 
content.  Comparing  results  of  studies  adds  to  the  confusion  since 
it  is  often  difficult  to  determine  if  self-reports  of  abstinence  or  use 
of  contraceptives  are  accurate.  Abstinence-oriented  programs 
showed  a  significant  increase  in  self -reported  positive  attitudes 
toward  abstinence,  but  again  the  question  of  accurate  self- 
reporting  arose.  The  research  indicated  that  school  sexuality 
education  programs  that  included  free  health  clinic  access  did 
reduce  adolescent  sexual  risk-taking  behavior.  The  authors  sug- 
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